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Dr. Dorothy Limunga Njeuma was born in Buea, Cameroon, on 26 June
1943. When she completed primary school in 1955, there were no
secondary schools for girls in British Cameroons. She, therefore, went
with her older sister to Queen's School, Enugu, in Nigeria. In August
1962, she competed for and won a scholarship under the African
Scholarship Programme for American Universities (ASPAU); she was the
only girl among 15 Cameroonians who won the scholarship that year. 
This took her to Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, where
she read Biology. Thereafter, she studied Zoology at the University

College London, obtaining a Ph. D. in 1970.

Dr. Njeuma then returned to Cameroon and started a teaching career in the Faculty of
Science at the University of Yaounde. In June 1975, the year that began the Women's
Decade, she was co-opted into government as Vice-Minister for National Education,
assisting the Minister and the government to formulate and execute educational policy
from nursery to university level. During her ten-year tenure in that position, she
successfully oversaw the institution in Cameroon of the General Certificate of Education
(GCE) examinations, which English-speaking students wrote under the University of
London Board up to 1976. She also led a number of Cameroonian delegations to
UNESCO General Conferences.

Dr. Njeuma spent a brief spell as Adviser to the Minister of Higher Education from 1986
to 1988 and was a Fulbright Scholar at Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, in
1987. In 1988, she was appointed Director-General of the Buea University Centre, which
specialized in the training of translators and interpreters. When that institution was
transformed into a full-fledged English-speaking University in 1993, she became its
pioneer Vice-Chancellor. At a time when the country was going through a period of
serious financial difficulties, Dr Njeuma succeeded through stringent management to
develop the University of Buea into an institution that has become the pride of the
nation.

Dr. Njeuma has contributed significant publications in the area of African higher
education. She is Vice-President of the Executive Board of the Association of African
Universities, a member of the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) and a
member of the Third World Organisation of Women in Science (TWOWS).

Dr. Njeuma is the mother of two daughters. Her husband, Professor Martin Zachary
Njeuma, is a renowned historian. As a keen sportswoman, Dr. Njeuma has won a
number of trophies, especially in lawn tennis. 
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